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Ascospores released from perithecia and
disseminated by wind and rain

Infection occurs
Perithecia develop primarily during
on infested residue anthesis

Conidia splash-
disseminated from L
sporodochia 4 )

Residues of corn, wheat and other small
grain crops serve as primary sources of
inoculum
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Infected spikelets bleach and may be empty
or have shriveled, discolored kernels

S\

Orangish spore mass
(sporodochia) may be visible
on diseased spikelets

Late in the season,
perithecia develop on
spikelets

/| The fungus overwinters in
infected spike tissue, seeds,
and straw
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